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European tech industry urges co-legislators to stay 
focused on delivering on the Electronic 

Communications Code 

Brussels, 19 March 2018 

 

“Europe simply cannot afford to deliver half-baked solutions with the ongoing talks over telecoms reform,” 
said Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General of DIGITALEUROPE, ahead of the Electronic Communications 
Code trialogue meeting of 20 March.  

“The compromises reached so far on spectrum have done a few very good things, notably on small cells, but 
also frustrated bigger ambitions for harmonisation and global leadership. In the rest of the negotiations, we 
want to see a clear focus and results that protect scale, investment and innovation across Europe,” she 
continued. 

“If the co-legislators can’t keep their eyes on more investment and more single market, in the very near future 
it’s European consumers and European businesses big and small that will suffer the consequences. The EU 
institutions need to keep their promises on the big objectives,” Bonefeld-Dahl concluded. 

As attention now shifts to the access and services provisions, DIGITALEUROPE calls on the EU Member States 
and the European Parliament to aim for a Code that delivers a fully harmonised single market approach for 
services, including general authorisation and a one-stop-shop mechanism, as well as definitions, 
requirements for emergency services and interoperability provisions that are more targeted to truly 
equivalent services. When it comes to security, the Code needs to avoid fragmented approaches in the 
Member States and align with the NIS Directive. 

On access, the Code must include unequivocal pro-investment tools for the deployment of Very High 
Capacity Networks, including through co-investment, giving investors the necessary legal certainty so long 
as the co-investors comply with the conditions set in advance. More broadly, investment in next-generation 
networks in Europe would be severely impacted if the Commission’s original text were weakened in a way 
that fundamentally makes the entire framework less proportionate and targeted. 

 
 
 
 
For more information please contact:  
 
Lionel Sola, Director of Communications and Political Outreach 
+32 492 25 84 32 or lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org 
 
Alberto Di Felice, Senior Policy Manager 
+32 2 609 53 10 or alberto.difelice@digitaleurope.org 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest 
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE 
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and 
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the 
development and implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by over 60 Corporate 
Members and 38 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our 
recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org 

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, 
Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD Europe 
Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, 
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, 
Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Croatia: Croatian Chamber of 
Economy 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique, 
Tech in France  
Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 
Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   
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